This paper focusses attention on the youth schemes, the first of which was started in 1972. As relatively new features on the Malaysian settlement scene, they would seem to merit a comment in terms of their inception and possible implications. By their rationale of land development and also through land settlement, and by their ultimate fruition as a settlement feature and type, the youth schemes do not differ from those established by FELDA. Certain circumstances, however, justify the difference in nomenclature of what essentially are the same type of settlement and these include the fact that these schemes are specially devised and organized for single youths who are debarred from participating in land settlement schemes established by FELDA. The FELCRA youth schemes are an attempt to harness the potential labour resources of these youths, to anchor them to the life of a farmer, and to discourage an urban drift by this section of the population. It is intended that the youths will marry and establish their families as the schemes mature. Their participation as bachelors is this construed as a period of apprenticeship or one in which the interest of the youths is resolved into a commitment to such a way of life concomittant with their role as modem and progressive farmers.s These circumstances have called for a special administrative structure for the schemes, adapted to
